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BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

Education (Board of Ed, HCC, & Libraries) 

Approved 

 

DATE: May 2, 2009       TIME STARTED:    9:04    am       TIME ADJOURNED:   11:05   am 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Calvin Ball, Greg Fox, Mary Kay Sigaty, Jen Terrasa, Courtney Watson 

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None 

STAFF PRESENT: Stephen LeGendre, Jeff Meyers, Haskel Arnold 

 

 

 
Time 

Stamp 
W.T. 

 
ITEM # 

 
PERSON/SUBJECT 

9:04:04 

AM  

 Call to order 

9:04:18 

AM  

 Pledge of Allegiance led by Councilman Ball 

9:04:43 

AM  

 Announced by Chair Person: 

 This is a public hearing for the FY 2010 Operating and Capital Budgets - Education, 

Libraries and Community College 

 The Constant Yield Hearing will follow on Monday, May 4, 2009 at 7:00 pm, also 

here. 

 Next, there will be a work session on the Operating Budget, legislative and judicial, 

public safety and public facilities, on Tuesday, May 5, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in the C. 

Vernon Gray Conference Room, 8930 Stanford Boulevard.   A general public 

hearing will be held on May 12, 2009 at noon.   

 The full budget calendar is available on the County Website. 

 If you have not already signed in to testify and wish to speak today, please sign in on 

the laptops in the hallway.  Council staff will be happy to help you, if you need 

assistance. 

If you are speaking tonight:   

1. If you have written testimony, please give 10 copies to Mr. LeGendre 

2. When you come to the podium, give your name and address for the record 

3. Individuals have 3 minutes to speak;  a single spokesperson for a group may speak for 

5 minutes  

Please turn off all electronic devices 
 Yes BOE Ellen Flynn Giles – Vice Chair of Board of Education 
   GF where should fund be restored from? 

CW moving 4 million from capital surplus; have determined if you have 4 

million?  

CB  explain “Green” of schools in work session. 

CW at work session talk about teacher laptop program. 

9:16:20 

AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Sydney Cousins – Superintendent 

   GF explain the 3.3 million surplus, do you expect same this year? 

MKS was there an expectation of paying back the state due to overpayment? 

GF status of labor negotiations, what are the salary numbers? 

CW what is the COLA given in last 2 years? 
   Raymond Brown answering questions from Council. 
   CW remember COLA 3 years and further back? 
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GF Surplus being proactive for payback, Step increase and COLA? 

JT step is reflected in the request 

CW thanks 
   MKS recognized other Board members 

9:32:12 

AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Sheldon Gnatt – 4089 Fragile Snail Way, Ellicott City, MD 21042 

Chair, Northfield Elementary School PTA Growth and Planning Committee  

PRO 
   CW waited long time for this, how long Growth and Planning Chair? 

Not 

Present 

 
↓ 

Stanley Daniello – 5018 West Running Brook Road, Columbia, MD 21044 

PRO 

9:41:56 

AM  

Yes 
↓ Brian Meshkin – 11392 Liberty Street, Fulton, MD 20759 

Community Advisory Council 

PRO 
   CB define cut, suggested restoring funds, from where?  

9:51:46 

AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Shelley Chavis – 3226 Kaiser Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043 

Gifted and Talented Education Program 

PRO 

9:55:43 

AM  

Yes 
↓ Sara Lustbader – 7553 Greenwood Drive, Highland, MD 20777 

Atholton High School PTSA 

PRO 

9:57:55 

AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Jane Chambers – 2502 McKenzie Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042 

ARC of Howard County 

PRO 

10:02:4

2 AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Brian Meshkin – 11392 Liberty Street, Fulton, MD 20759 

Co –Chair BOE’s Operating Budget Review Committee 

PRO 
   CW how many times did you meet?  In review, did you give feedback that 

they incorporated? 

10:10:3

9 AM  

Yes Libraries Valerie Gross -  

CEO County Libraries 
   CW at work session discuss impact of reduced hours 

10:14:4

1 AM  

 
↓ 

Jack Nolan – 8016 Roland Court, Elkridge, MD 21075 

PRO 
   MKS congrats on winning spelling bee 

CB congrats 

CW do you go to Elkridge Branch Library, can you walk there, is the library 

big enough? 

10:19:1

0 AM  

Yes HCC Kathy Rensin 

Board of Trustees 
   CW not increasing tuition, are you increasing fees?  At work session would 

like overview of tuition vs. fees 

10:24:0

5 AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Dr. Katherine Heatherington 

President of HCC 

10:30:2

8 AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Maureen Evan-Arthur (HCC Student) 

PRO 
   GF what are you studying? 
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10:34:0

2 AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Dale Schumacher – 6581 Belmont Woods Road, Elkridge, MD 21075 

Belmont Woods Roads Conservation Organization 

CON 

10:39:4

9 AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Cathy Hudson – 6018 Old Lawyer Hill Road, Elkridge, MD 21075 

Chairman, Save Belmont Committee 

CON 
   CW surplus money available, how did you come to that conclusion?  Have 

you sat down w/ college and asked? 

10:50:5

1 AM  

Yes 
↓ 

Greg Greisman – 6760 Norris Lane, Elkridge, MD 21075 

CON 

10:55:3

6 AM  

 
↓ 

Jesse Chancellor – 8824 Besthold Garth, Columbia, MD 21045 

Undeclared 
   CW legal entanglement is what? 

10:59:5

4 AM  

Yes Capital Howard Johnson – 6241 Latchlift Court, Elkridge, MD 21075 

Greater Elkridge Community Association 

PRO 
   CW confirms interested in supporting the park at Troy Hill.  

11:05:0

6 AM  

  ADJOURN 
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